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other fields and the assumption by most local authorities of
full responsibility. But voluntary care committees survived in
some localities, to continue their noble effort to encourage
parents to share their interest in maintaining the health
of the school child, organized and directed in the county of
London by professionally trained and publicly paid social
workers.
The expenditure of local authorities on school meals be-
tween 1906 and 1939 has so far been distinguished neither by
steady growth nor by steady diminution, but by intense
variation according to the state of employment. For instance,
it reached the high-water mark of nearly £1,000,000 in the
slump of 1921-22, only to fall to one-seventh of that figure
by 1924-25, when it was lower than on the eve of the war,
and rise again to all but £800,000 during the year of strikes,
1926-27. It was not clear whether its chief value may not
have been in helping decent families through temporary dis-
tress without having recourse to poor-law, making sure that
the child had a meal even if the family went short; or whether
it continued to be used to supplement inadequate poor-
relief as in the days of indiscriminating charity being thus
frittered away in a self-contradictory attempt to help a child
apart from its family; or whether it was used in some feto
localities, as a circuitous route for supplementing inadequate
family incomes at times and places where a living wage seemed
unattainable.
During the second world war there was a considerable
change in public policy towards school feeding, which was
now envisaged as a way of supplementing a school child's
rations so as to make doubly sure that his nutritional require-
ments would stand a good chance of being met. The public-
school attitude of regarding congregate feeding as an essen-
tial part of group-life and a desirable part of every child's
education was carried down into the general run of primary
and secondary schools. Although it was still customary to
request all families that could afford to do so to pay for their
children's school-lunch or school-milk, the question of pay-

